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[FUR THE UNIYERSALIST,] 


CONSCIENCE; 


«1 «i Mao Epyror:— The subject upon which I 
am now going'to write, as you will perceive 
by the caption, 18 conscience.” I have select- 
eUthis topic,' because 1 think it is not cor- 
rectly-un rstood by & large majority of the 
reading community. To the . question— 
© Where 'shall we receive a correct illustra- 
tion of this subject?? I return this answer-; 
It''is a Bible topic, and consequently we 
mug repair to the sacred volume for the 1n« 
formation we need. As christians we are 
obligated to: receive as truth, all we find in 
the sacred scriptures; and all not registered 
therd: we must' of necessity reject. . 

the present day we frequently hear re- 
ligious people and others, speak of the * dic- 
tates of / conscience, reprovings of con- 
acience; and castigations of conscience.' 
Various opinions are entertained concerning 
it.” Some call it God's monitor ; others, a 
guide; and 'some go. 80 far as to conclude 
and'8ay that conscience'1s a creature of im- 
agination 'and education. These notions 
are, 'in my opinion, all wrong. Indeed 
many/of the ideas entertained concerning 
conscience, are no nearer the truth, than 
the one imbibed by the poor colored man. 
His master required him to perform a certain 
piece of work, but the ' negro said - his con- 
8cience would not let him do it. On being 
interrogated—* What do- you know about 


conseience ?* heiinnocently replied, putting | 


his-hand'on his breast, * It is something in 
here which keeps saying' I'von't, I won't.” 
A great\many 8eem to be dictated and gmd- 
ed by this kind of conscience. 

Every one who reads the Bible with atten- 
tion, must-/ be convinced, FI think, that con- 
8cience is not a monitor, . or - guide, but a 
witness/in man, testifying according to the 
light or information possessed by the indi- 
- vidual. Phat conscience is spoken of as a 
witness, is evident ' from thee passages, 
Rom: 1.16, « Which shew''the work of the 


another.” 


law written'in their hearts, their conscience' 
also bearing witness, and their thoughts the 
mean while aceusing, or else excusing one 
Chap. ix. I. *I say the trath in 
Christ,” T lie not, 'my conscience also bear- 
ing me witness in the Holy Ghost,? -2 Cor: 
i, 12. « For our rejoicing is this, the testi- 
mony,of our conscience, that in smpli 
and godly sincerity,” not- with fleshly 'w 

dom, but by the grace of God, we have had. 
our conversation in the world, and more 
abundantly to you ward.? 

But-80me may be disposed to inqure&-If 
conscience is not a guide, nor a momtor; 
if it dots not reprove and castigate and 
condemn men when they do wrong, W 
causes the mental distress which the trans- 
gressor experiences ! ? To this reply, 18t. It 
is not the province of a witness to reproach, 
or condemn, and censure a criminal. | 
work is simply to testify to facts with which 
he 1s well acquainted. 2d, 'There are three 
things"which ate peculiar to man. 

1. A manifestation of right and wrong is 
made to every man, in a greater er less de- 
gree, by the spirit of God. Rom. i. 19. <Be- 
cause that which may be known of God, 
is manifest in them ; for God hath chewed 
it unto them.” * This 1s the true light which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the 


, | world.* John 1.9. And: this is called mm- 


spiration. Job xxxii. 8. *+'There is a spirit 
in man ; and the inspiration of the Almigh- 
ty giveth him understanding.” "This 1s 
communicated, eyen when man''is w 

in 8weet sleep. Job xxxiii. 14-—17:” 
speaketh once, yea twice, yet man. els os 
eth it not. In a dream, in a vision of the 
night, when deep sleep falleth upon man, in 
slumbering upon the bed; then he openeth | 
the ears of man, and sealeth their instruc- 
tion, that he may withdraw man from his 
purpose, and hide pride from man,* 

2 There is in every man a witness to 
that manifestation, which is always on the 
8de of truth, unless that witness 1s defiled. 
This witness is called conscience. © Con- 
8ctence bears witness for or against ' 
which is taught for- truth, unless that wit- 
ness is defiled by an erroneous edu 


| pre-conceived opinions and notions.” 
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which case, error is sometimes mistaken for 


the truth. | "= | 
3, That which dwells _ in the mind 
of man, and passes censure or approba- 
tion upon his conduct, is not conscience, 
as most people conchade, but the thoughts or 
reflections upon. the course pursued. When 
we do wrong and reflect upon what we have 
done, we immediately compare our conduct 
with the manifestations of right which we 
have received; conscience also_ bears wit- 
ness.to the impropriety of our conduct, and 
our thoughts the mean while, accuse and 
condemn us. And though the whole world 
may, pronounce. us innocent, we are still 
condemned by.-our. own reflections. And 
when we are wrongfully accused, our con- 
science_ bears witness to the falsity of the 
charge, and our thoughts excuse us from all 
blame. If a vicious man could prevent his 
thoughts from | retrospecting the |past, he 
" would be measurably happy. But. this 1s 


impossible. The more, says the transgres- 


gor, I thought on my ways, the greater was 
my. gorrow. This is clearly illustrated by 
the case of Judas. His thoughts condemn- 
ed him, and he therefore did more . than 
many.who now repent do ;. he returned the 
thirty pieces of silver. To the truth of this 
part.of my explanation, the apostle bears 
testimony in the following passage—Rom. 
11, 15..* Which sbew the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness, and their thoughts the- mean 
while accusing, or else excusing one another.' 

The reagon. 80 many mistakes are enter- 
tained concerning conscience is, that which 
conscience bears witness to, is taken for 
conscience, And many. honest people are 
in. this manner led astray. 

We read of a good and pure conscience, 
an evil conscience, a defiled conscience, a 
8eared conscience, and a weak conscience. 

hose have a-good and pure conscience who 
have received the truth in the love of it, and 
obeyed it [from ' the heart; whose under- 
Standings are enlightened, and judgments 
mformed. 1 Tim. i. 5: * Now the end of the 
commandment is charity out of a pure heart, 
and of A good conscience, and of faith un- 


.. An evil conscience is that witness in man 

bearing witness to evil things. 'This is ow- 
ing to an erroneous education. 'The indi- 
vidual has been taught that things are true, 
which are not_ true. Heb. x. 29. *© Let us 
draw near with a true heart, in full assur- 
ance, of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from. an; evil conscience, and our bodies 

24 WIN pure water.” 
denied conscience such have, who pro- 
8 to. know God, and his requirements, and 
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conduct in direct opposition to what he re- . 
quires. 'Titus i, 15, * Unto the i aro he 
things are pure : but unto: "that 
filed and unbelieving is nothi g pure 
even their mind and conscience 1s defiled.*- 
'Fhose men who are dead to all the calls 
of suffering humanity, and delight in render- 
ing others wretched/and miserable, and-de- 
rive great consolation from. hanging. their 
fellow- men over endless perdition, may, be 
regarded as those who have a seared. con- 
science. 1 Tim. iy, 2. « Speaking lies .in hy- 
pocrisy, having their conscience seared with 
a hot iron.” | | 
Men, whose general knowledge of things 
is 80 small, 'that ' they cannot decide be- 
tween right and wrong, from the witness 
they have within them, have a weak con- 
8eience. 1 Cor. viii. 7. * Howbeit, there is 
not in every man that knowledge: for s0me- 
with conscience_ of - the idol- unto this hour: 
eat it as a thing offered. unto. an idol; and. 
their conscience, being weak, is defiled,?. 
Such, Mr. Editor, is my view of conscience. 
I may be wrong, but I think- not. And-if 
you judge this imperfect exposition worthy. & 
place in your interesting-paper, it is at your 
SCIVICe. SIGMA» ..: 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST.] 


FORGLYENESS. 


Forgiveness is one of the leading christian 
virtues, and it is dwelt upon with. peculiar 
emphasis in the religion of our divine Mas- 


ter. It is not only a virtue, recommended 
by Heaven's unbounded mercy, but also by 
the dictates of eternal justice. . He: we 
are toJd, that * God 1s just to forgive us/our 
8ins.” 'The prayer which arose 80/fervently 
to heaven, from the lips of the blessed. Son 
of Mary, while he: was agonizing on the 
cross, most forcibly sets before us: a; less0n, 
which calls us to the exercise of forgiveness, 
even under those circumstances where inju- 
ries have been received of the most aggrava- 
ted kind. It is not enough: to. forgive-'an 
offending brother once or twice, nor. even 
even times, to satisfy the pacific spirit, of 
christianity, but forgiveness 'is a. fountain 
which should be open, and. flow freely, until 
8eventy times 8even are passed away. - 
In the zeal of personal ambition and he 
of religious controyersy, christians, in many 


instances, seem to haye- forgotten, that for- 


giveness 1s among the virtues. to which they 
should attend. Minds have become inflam- 
ed, divisions have. arose,. friendships have 
been broken, and .personal hostilities have 
been commenced and continued for life, with 
the whole train of their very undesirable 
consequences ; and all this, becauge forgive- 
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- that their-;regard for christianity is merely 


| their/ 80uls/ a vital principle. 


for. the. -spirit of forgiveness, as. having its 
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ness was not permitted to have her right. 
If ghe had | been permitted to have stepped 
in/as @ mediator, had her s0othing voice re- 
ceived a proper hearing, the 8torms which 
have 80 fearfully raged |” would have heen 
br new into a delightful calm ; the 
clouds* which had obscured for a moment 
the light of love would have been chased 
away, and friends would stand forth in the 
clear day; FRIENDs 8TILL. 

Forgiveness manifests trae courage, real 
goodness and greatness of soul; hatred and 
revenge manifest the opposite. To confess 
a fault and forgive an injury require too 
great an effort of mind for many to use. 
The-spirit of hatred and forgiveness view 
things in opposite directions. Hatred mag- 
nifies/ the faults of others, forgiveness -palli- 
ates them ; hatred construes every act which 
it chances to dislike into an evil intention 
on the part of the actor ; forgiveness is slow 
to- criminate the intentions of others, and 
8eeks excuses for their improper conduct in 
outward *cireumstances; hatred is always 
right in its own eyes, forgiveness is disposed 
tobe less confident in regard to its personal 
merits," \and 18 willing to allow that there 
may'be faults at home; hatred endeavors to 
pluck the beams out of its neighbor's eyes 
even if it takes the eyes also0; forgiveness 
86arches for the beam in its own eye 80 that 
it may 8ee clearly to remove the mote from 
the eye of its neighbor,: without injuring the 
eye itself; 'hatred' delights in revenging an 
injury, forgiveness in overlooking it ; hatred 
foments discord, forgiveness 8ves for peace. 

Where professors of christianity manifest 
an unforgiving temper, how much soever 
they may talk of their love of God, of Christ, 
of their fellow men, and of religion, there 
is much reason given to justify the snspicion 
that their - professions are hollow-hearted, 


from their lips outward, that it is not in 
They do not 
possess the spirit of Him who in death for- 
gave. his enemies. - They name the name of 
Christ. :but, do not depart from iniquity. 
In an imperſeet 8ociety, s8uch as man's 
neces8arily is on earth, the spirit of forgive- 
ness, is very-much-needed; we all by turns 
need to forgive and to be forgiven. 

Where have people a better right to look 


perfect work, than among that denomina- 
ion; of christians, who are distinguished- by 
their constantly talking of that vast ocean 
of love which is ultimately to drown the sins 
5f the world ? Perhaps it is found there. 
f-80, all is right. --It will do no harm how- 
prer for those immediately concerned to ex- 
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they should be. Christians general! would 
> he to understand that it will ay be of 


og least inconvenience to them, if they _ 


the Jamp of forgiveness constantly trimm 


and burning. B.,W- 
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PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST,—No. 2. 


I remarked in the close of my first article, 
that no pre-eminence of Christ, aside from 
his offices and the: doctrine he inculeated; 
can be of any value, at least 80 far as the 
interests of man only are concerned. This 
is a fact, than which no one it would Seem; 
can be plainer. But with respect to his 
offices and s8ystem of doctrine, . the. case is 
very different. - In the faithful discharge. of 
the duties of his appointment as a religi 
Teacher, and Guide, and Saviour, in his 
offices as a Prophet, a Priest and-a King, 
and the superiority ascribed | to. Jesus in 
these respects, in these, we have a boundless 
concern. "7%. 

We have also an equally absorbing anter- 
est in the doctrine which he taught, and 
which he recommended to our faith aud-ob- 
servance. Inghis, he has © brought life--and 
immortality to light.” In this, he plainly 
taught the fact of a future, never-ending ex+ 
istence, and in attestation of this great'truth; 
he” * died 'and rose” again from the dead.! 
Had it not been for these things, -we could 
not have known that the dominion of death 
will not be endless. By them, however, -we 
are assured, and that in the most \satisfacto+ 
ry manner, that * death shall be swallowed 
up of life,* not merely with respect to -80me 
particular characters; but in regard to man» 
kind universally. They proclaim, as with 
the 8ound of a trumpet, *As in Adam all 
die, even 80 in Christ shall all be made 
alive.* *©'This corruptible must put on n+ 
corruption, and this mortal must put on 1n- 
mortality.” 14 Ivy; 
Who that gives credit to these and aimilar 
testimonies with which the gospel abounds, 
can refrain from reiterating the exelamation 
of the apostle, *O death, where 1 INE 
O grave, where is thy victory? _ Lhe sting - 
of death is sin, and the strength of an is the 
law , but thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus. Christ.”. 
What a splendid triumph! What a glorious 
victory! - A victory! over the grave,. over 
death, over its very sting!. pen aj 


cisive victory over sin, the most. 


erſul and invincible enemy of man! ria 
is indeed the- victory of all victories, ..the. 
triumph of all triumphs, the finzshan 


nine: the affair and 8ee if things are as 


in the crown of him who has in call things: 
the pre-eminence.”? | 
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"What, compared with such a victory, are| 
all the triumphs ' of worldly - conquerors !? 
What, the victories of Greece or of Rome ! 
What, the achievyments of the mighticst 
champions in ancient or modern times ! 
What, the proudest conquests of Alexander, 
of Cesar, and of Napoleon? They are 
nothing. I repeat it, they are nothing. A 
victory over sin and death is a victory over 
every thing which need to be subdaed, the 
acquisition of every thing which need to be 
achieved, to fill the measure of good to man, 
to perfect him in immortal purity and bless- 
edness. | And this victory will be gained by 
the Son of ' God. His offices and doctrine 
will be used as the chief instruments of its 
achieyment. . This victory will form the 
brightest trait in the character of his pre- 
eminence. Should he fail to win it, every 
jewel in his crown would be dimmed, every 
wreath wither, every creature in heaven and 
on earth. mourn ! 

But 8uch un event will never occur, such 
A SCene, never be witnessed. He, in whom 
the © fullness of the Godhead dwelt bodily,” 
who bad * all power in heaven and on earth,” 
in whom were * the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge,” and withal, the spirit of grace 
and of mercy without measure, is abundant- 
ly able to gain” this victory, and he will do 
it. - * He will not fail nor be discouraged' till 
it is won. If there be any reliance wpon 
revelation ; if heayen will not sport with 
our miseries ; if the lip of truth cannot de- 
ceive our hopes; cannot dash the cup of our 


highest, dearest anticipations, this great | 


victory will be gained, and will perfect the 
honor of *the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sin of: the world:' * The Lion : of 


the tribe of Judah' will not faint, nor will he} 


relax in his efforts, till he has put an end to 
all that bears the name of death; till he has 
taken away the rebuke of all God's people, 
and *wiped away tears. from off all faces.” 
And these things; let it be remembered, are 
to be accomplished through the power and in- 
fluences-of the offices and doctrine of Christ. 
'These, therefore; are subjects of the highest 


importance to mankind. "They are deeply; 


interested in them now, and will continue to 
be 80 through every period of their exis- 
tence. 'Phey are subjects which demand of 
every man an early, earnest and persever- 
ing attention. 'They should' be examined, 
not as topics involving the interests of man- 

as a race merely, but also those of 
each member of it, separately considered. 
They claim our attention individually. We 
should investigate them, each one for him- 
8elf, and with the earnestness,' and candor, 
and devotion. which we are accustomed to 
bestow upon 8ubjects of the highest, con-! 


ceivable moment. They form the climax'of 
every thing 'apon which” the human mind 
can employ its powers. In my next article, 
therefore, I sball' ask the attention” of 'my 
readers to a consideration of Christ's pre- 
eminence. with respect to his official charac- 
ter. In the mean 'time, let us search” the 
record which God hath 'given of his:Sow,” 
that * we may know him; and the. power of 
his resurrection, and the fellowship*-of "his 
sufferings, being made conformable” to} his 
death.” Let us resolve to* take” his yoke 
upon us and.learn of him, for he' is meek 
and lowly of heart.” '* His yoke is-easy, his 
burden is light,” and he kindly invites us to 
sit at his feet and learn the' things which be- 
long to our peace, to accept the interposi- 
tions of his grace. «Come unto me, 'all'ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and T will 
give you rest.* "8. 8. 
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REFLECTIONS ON INFIDELITY. 


I have read and thought much -upon /the 
subject of infidelity. I have. weighed it with 
all the candor, 8obriety, and due',congidera- 
tion that its. importance. demands. + I'have 
compared 'it with christianity. I have ex- 
amined the arguments for 'and. against both 
sys8tems, and am now obliged to reject-the 
one, and embrace the other. - T1 now | bind 
the gospel to my heart, and' express' my 
choice in the language of the-poet ; 

© Lord, I have made thy word my choice, 
My lasting heritage; 

Here shall my noblest powers rejoice, 
My warmest thoughts engage. 


The best relief that mourners have, 
It makes our sorrows blest ; 
It shows a home beyond the grave; 


- And an eternal rest.? 


But what is there in infidelity which fills 
the mind with tranquility and joy; peace 
and felicity, in view -of approaching" deuth ! 
Nothing at all. The thought of lying down 
In the grave to be food for worms,' never-to 
rise again, fills me with sorrow.” | Tt causes 
the purple gore which sustains life,” to-chill 


in my veins. It sends 'a thrill''of horfor 
through my soul, and renders all the enjoy- 
ments of hfe insipid. - It gives a gloomy-ap- 
pearance to all 'the- fine scenery of: nature, 
and brings the whole intellectual: world, 
down to a level with the brutes. ' O:my God, 
save me from infidelity. If religion; if* the 
hope of immortality and eternal life ''is' a 
mere © chimera;? if it'is all ' delusion; suffer 
me to be deluded while life remains; Let 
me never possess *an evil heart of unbelief.' 
And when old age overtakes me, and time 
furrows-my cheeks, and causes-the almond 
tree to blossom on-my head; though! nature 


becomes+imbecile, give'me strength of mind 
to ward off the delusive: insinuations of infi- 
delity ; to call all the vain philosophys' of 
erring man, vanities and lies,” and/bind the 
gogpel to my heart.” Such are my thoughts, 
and \8nch my meditations and 8ensations, 
whenever L contemplate christianity and in- 
fidelity: While my mind retains'its strength, 
and' my nerves their 80undness; while my 
eyes retain-their usual brightness, and rea- 
80n '8its-upon her throne in my mind, I have 
nothing to fear from the insinuations of infi- 
delity. And I confidently believe, that 
nothing but the ' infirmities of -old age, will 
cause-me'to give up comfort for sorrow, or 
a certainty for an uncertainty. 
- Bless the Lord, O my soul, and let all 
that'is' within me rejoice, in view of His 
' great goodness.-/ In loving kindness he has 
given-me a hope which is like an anchor to 
my 8oul; which turns my sorrow into joy, 
my grief /into merriment, which lights up 
this vale | of tears, and throws'the light of 
heaven around me. ' And for it— 
-+ 0 PHI praize him while he lends me breath, 
©. » And, when my. voice is lost in death, 
Praise 8ball employ. my nobler powers: 
My days of praise shall ne'er be pat, 


While life, and thought, and being last, 
Or immortality endures.? 
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* GOOD OLD AGE.*—No. 2. __ 
Well; my friend, said I, upon entering the 
room of the aged Sire, whom TI left in the 
road the other. day, 'wending his way to his 
earthly shelter—I perceive you are not in 
the enjoyment of 80 good a portion of health 
as when I last 8aw you, on your way to this 
place. *O no; my race is almost run, my 
strength fails me "daily; I mourn not that 
my departure is near, since- then I hope to 
find rest| to-'my -soul. - Receive my/thanks, 
my young friend, for the notice you have ta- 
ken of mein this dejected situation.” 

- My aged Sir, be. assured, it gives.me pleas- 
ure to 8ee:and converse: once more with one 
who-: has ' 86 8trongly. impressed/ upon my 
mind the inestimable value of the christian's 
hope.' + I-eould/ only wish/you were in better 
health, and possessing more-8trength. * Ah,” 
exclaimed he,-/* that 1 cannot expect, neith- 
er-do I desire it, since my faith-in a-blessed 
immortality:beyond-this state of temporary 
8uffering, ,grows brighter | and | brighter. 1 
have no demre. to live—here I cannot regain 
my youth and activity, but blessed be God, 
there! I-shall bloom in immortal youth, at 
the right-hand of 'God, where | there are 
pleasures forevermore.* My strength fails 
me, 'I 'must retire to my bed, no. longer can 
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I took him by the arm 'and led him to his 
desired place of rest. His appearance in- 
dicated that he was destimed to number but 
a few more days, and s0on "to find a ready 
welcome to mansions of ceaseless rest;” ev- 
en where sickness' can never come; and-gor- 
row and sighing shall flee away: IT am' glad, 
continued I, to witness the strength'of yo 
faith, and by this scene, I realize more than 
ever the sufficency of the christian religion. 
O how wretched would be your: condition 
now, did you not realize that though 'you 
die you shall live again; that though this 
* earthly house shall be dissolved, you have 
a house, a building not made with hands; 
eternal in the heavens.” Lean, my' 
friend, upon the arm of the mighty God'of 
Jacob, who will never leave nor forsake you; 
And soon I trust some guardian spirit will 
reheve you in compliance with your ardent 
desires, by conducting your weary soul to 
regions of glory. VET TOS 

He took me affectionately by the hand and 
with eyes suffused with tears, he thus s8poke: 
*O the value of the faith of the everlasting 
gospel. It soothes my every pain, andeom- 
forts my fainting 8oul ; by its aid Þ amven- 
abled to look beyond the confines of the 
tomb, to a world of joy, where the weary are 
at rest. Yes'—I discovered as he attempted 
to continue, his strength' failed; and I prom- 
i8ed to resume my visit the next day, hoping 
he might find more strength from the rest"of 
the night. As he shook his head and pro- 
nounced a parting benediction, we t- 
ed as I zxupposed to meet no'more this aide 
the grave. * 127 FP IURNE 

Surely, thought I, on leaving this venerable: 
gervant of the adorable Jesus, if the faitk of 
the" believer be. a delusion, (which thanks to 
God is not the case) it is a blessed one'; and'Þ 
do most. ardently wish all were-thus dehad- 
ed. And he is indecd  an\enemy to-his gpe- 
cies, who would by his vain; philosophy'de- 
prive them of it: --It as this living faith that 
enables us to. preserve the:* even tenor of '6ur 
way? amidst the conflicting/evils 'that-com- 
stantly beset us; that bears us up under all 
our crosses and” afflictions, -and will when 
theart and flesh sball fail us,* enable us with 
a 8mile of joy to bid welcome'to the © king of 
terrors as: a/ messenger of <joy and' not” of 
grief.” Yes, ejaculated I, in the full '*glow 
of my 8oul-— ©2086 UNPY. AV 

© Be this the ſaith my 8oul shall sing,. * 
'Till this frail body dies; 

And then, on love's triumphant wing 
To endless glory rise.* 
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Have- pity and compassion on the © igno- 
rant and-them that-are out of the way 5? by vo 


=o feeble limbs /8u$tain: this: tenement of 
(by ay.” WF --.o0 f 3 \ 
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| doing, you will be ſaithful to your Master 


[FOR THE TEENS» x 
{ ndny_—_z_ 
TRUTH. 
© What is truth?” is a question of no small 


magnitude. It involves a momentous 8ub- 
ject. It presents a theme replete with 
gound 8atisfaction, and untold joys, which 
raises the aspiring mind of man from the 
transitory. and sublunary things. of time, to 
the contemplation of those which are heay- 
enly and eternal. Truth is lovely in its na- 
ture, and tranquilizing: in its effects. It 
comes-to-the wounded spirit, as a heayenly 
cordial. It im parts to the 8ons and daugh- 
ters of sorrow,; an antidote for all their woes, 
and bids them look. far beyond the grave, |1 
even to that glorious world, where *the nu- 
merous ills which flesh is heir to,* shall not 
be known. Where sin will not enter, and 
the inhabitants not -8ay I am sick. Where 
disease will not lay its palsying hand upon 
any of the fair creation, nor any thing which 
woerketh | abomination, or causeth - misery 
will be zeen. 

- But what truth imparts to us all these 
blessings ?. The truth as it is in Jegsus. 
The anith.. revealed-:in -God's holy word. 
The \truth which originated in and with 
God. In what form does it appear? It is 
the doctrine of universal 8alyation. This 
alone; ean reconcile men -to' God. This 
alone 'can 'support us as we walk through, 
the dark valley of the shadow of death. As 
it -unhesitatingly announces that all shall 
poss8ess eternal life; that sin |ball be finish- 
ed; that death zhall be | swallowed up in 
victory ; that tears shall be wiped .from off 
all faces; we naturally and 8afely infer, that 
Universalism is-the truth which maketh free. 

How many 'have found by blessed” experi- 
ence; that this sentiment calms the pillow of 
death, makes easy the dissolution of mor- 

tality, and' 8weetens all the sorrows of the: 
grave. | Receiye it, reader, and you will be 


op 


- piffratiey M. T. 


Ft FOR THE UNLVERSALIST. ] 

Ms. Eprrox.—Fhe ion which I am 
noW-going to propose - forthe consideration; 
of yourself and your numerous--readers,: is: 
one which has occupied my mind for a great 
while. It involves a 8ubject in which I ſeel 
deeply interested, and 1 do 8incerely hope 
that thor .you, or 8ome one of your numer- 


ag nts will give it a candid an- 
a do the preachers of universal 


s8Jvation dress in black, when they preach 


THE: : DNLVERSALLST, 


|see not the least consistency in cl 


Bind 4t to your heart, and never let| 
- It will be your unchanging friend] a 


| good our. word at all times.- It has been 
| and then there: will be no 


Fa is to enkightim: mon, and — 
their darkness; to turn them | mn 
to light ? 

I discover. a great p propriety in at 
the heralds of -endless woe in black.” 


priests of salyation with darkness. + 
not Mr. Editor, what may be the opinion -of 
others upon this. subject, but my \8erious 
opinion is, that Universalist Clngpmas. 
should shake off their badges of mourning, 
and clothe themselves with some color more 


'The 


appropriate to their work and calling. 
inthe 


gospel has long enough been dre 


habiliments of sorrow, and grief and ca 


yi men know and 'realize where- black 
dresses for ministers originated ?., I; fear 
they do not. Well, 80 far as.my know 
extends, the following is the histo 
old Pagan Priests dressed/ according. to the 
complexion, nature and abode of their dei-: 
ties. ''The priests of Jupiter dressed in-blue. 
But the priest of Pluto, the Godof the-an- 
fernal region, or the world of darkness, 8or- 
row and woe, dressed in- black... Their 
Succes80rs have ever worn'the same uniform, 
and now the Uniyersalist, Clergy come , for- 
ward and profess to be ministers of. hght, 


and yet clothe themselves in darkuess ! 


Strange incongruity. 

If you insert this communication Mr. Edi- 
tor, T'shall be. glad ;; but if my question, is 
| 8atisfactorily anewered, - my 
greatly increased. Yours, 


Boston, Sept. 1833. 
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| PROMISES. | 
How | many disappointments, -and ——_ 
prolific source-of uneasiness would hn<ardic 


ed, were we more ods retort to- 
making) promises. We should-act a 


said the best way is RE [09+ Pro 


But 80 I think not. Let us: mak 
PER: and be very careful 'to' 1 

t 18 - Of 
each other, to promise_ oe ow irpr.T arg 
port, if needed, to our fellow men. +Letthe 
evil be cured- by-our becoming: determined 
at all events,. to verify all the; prontives we: 
make. Let | no. one 8ay—* I will,” without: 
counting the cost; and then (his word will 
seldom, if ever be falsified- By 80 :doing 
we shall render our.own- condition, and 'that 
of others more pleasant and-useful. '-Read- 


that the the grand and leading .object -of the| 


er, judge ye. G. W.'B. | 


or: Walk, be 


% * 


and, you. must 
propoged unless. there has been ome digngree- 


BO 8TON. 


— 
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| CONDITIONS, oF THE GOSPEL. 


© From time” immemorial, preachers and church 
members'who adhere tothe doctrine of a limited 
salyation, have harped upon what are called the | 
conditions of the gospel. When we converse 
with them in relation to the subject of salvation, 


they attempt to confute our arguments, and over- | 


thay our reasoning by the worn out assertion, | 
* there are conditions of salyation, and with thee | 
men must comply or be eternally lost.? 

We, cannot, receive as the truth of Heaven, any 
sentiment, unless we find proof of its truth in the | 
Bible. ' We 'have no doubt ' of the honesty and 
uprightness of those . who inculcate many of the 
doctrines now in yogue, but we think them in er- | 
ror, and-would do any thing within our power to | 
rindeceive them. | Bat we dare not esubscribe to 
gentiments upon the mere assertion of. Any One. 


® We have Searched the 8vriptures in yain to find | 


there the conditions of which our opposing breth- 


ren 8ay 80-much. And how a man of general in- 


telligence can stand before a congregation and as- 
sert that God has proposed conditions for the ac- 
ceptance of his creatures, and that these condi- 
tions are- revealed in the gospel, when the: Bible 
is as sllent on the subject as the dead in their | 
graves, we cannot conceive. It must be that 8uch 
get these things firmly established in their minds, 
and'then go to. the Bible for proof, instead of go- 
in oy! re to Search for the truth. 

\ aware that some will say— Repent- 
ance and faith are conditions.” Of this we require 
proof, Strong as *Holy'Writ.” Can the opposer 
2.us? We think not. Why 80? Be- 
cause there are none. Repentanceis never set forth 
as « condition, but as & command... . And there Is 
as wide a difference between a condition and com- 
mand, as between light and darkness.'. When a 
condition..is proposed . by man, . he.. virtually ac- 
knowledges that the party to which he makes the 
on is-in  8ome mensure able to compete 
hi , ind'that there has been a disagreement 
and competition. Kings propose conditions, to 
kings. . 
when a person' commands another, he plainly 
eays—T ani Four guperior, your rightful sovereign, 


obey . me. | Conditions - are never 


ment, and Some unreconciliation now exists. 

| y King and potentate of heaven 
and. earth does: not come forward in: the gospel, 

and 8ay to the children' of men— If you will re. 
pent and believe-on\tay Son, I will zave you.” If 


t their Subjects they command. . And | 


in keeping these commands thre ion grent remand, 
I have said, there are no conditions ity" 
pel. Perhaps I have said too. much. _ > is 
one condition.  But-it is not on'-the —— 
Our Saviour made this condition, rag hed 're@- 
spect/to himself alone. He aid, : 
-up from the earth, I will draw a 
'Here is & condition. But is 
connected with it. Christ 'v 


ly all men will be @rewn to kit.” H wy 
prospect! All will come to Christ, being drawn by 
the Father, darindeinls ag, | 


We learn from *the « in I 
that Br. C: Ganpxes, late of Lowell, Maas. 
| of the original editors and proprietors « >» 
has received and accepted an invitation from the 
Universaliet Society in Waterville, Me. "to" be- 
come its Pastor, We commend our brethren in 
W. for their wisdom in -8electing s Pastor who is 
competent to. feed'them with knowledge and with 
understanding. Thongh we- are sorry to have 
Br, Gardner remove. from this neighborhood, we 
rejoice that his present, prospects are 80 flattering. 
May *the good will of him who dwelt in the dush, 
be with both Pastor and people. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

| An * Inquirer” is hereby mformed, that we ean- 
not publish his communication, for 'the feasons 
[dich we will now state—1, He did not comply 
with our conditions. . He /oughtto have paid his 
postage. Tt is too bad for' = © nt to 
write us on his own business, and 8ubject us to a 
postage of twenty-five cents. 'We cannot gilent- 
ly 8ubmit to such things. : - _ _. 

2. His article might awaken a bitter personal 
controversy ; 8uch an one we could not suffer to 
be carried on in our columns. And if we Should 
admit controversial articles. on one 8ide of the 
question, consistency wonld require-us+ to permit 
the accused to'speak in their own defence. 

3. The subject upon which he writes will be of | 
no kind.of interest to our readers. _ . 

<E. L.' has just come to hand. Will 4'Tobins? 
favor us with a personal' interyiew, or” his real 
name ? 

A Sermon from Br.” Jones of Gloveeater, is 
eratefully- received. - "The communication from 
our good old friend Tabor, have just come to 
hand. His request hall be « pwplied with.” +8. 
M.' is 1eceived.” We feel to those breth- 
[ren who bave. favored us with communications, 


jand hope they will continue their favorsc/*! -'® 1! 


"> 


Torrnr. 
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un" » potentate, beveath thine 
KOT o'er worlds, in yast Ton round, 


Lonfns their courses fly, 


bounited aleeps 'in calm profound. 


bon "tis erfut hand 
Ph Nh > 0b", anorrng way; 


FE ee rto Tre them ch to day. 


Batt GO 
; reſulgence bright, 


dthe gorgeocs au to ea, wml rok © 
1 Pay Theo» rejoicing in his 
oy Pay. + ner 1" = they roll. 


4 | it guides the storm-wind's fierce career, 
/ (And bids the ragin 
mountains to 


ts 


0 


the main be. silent at its nod; 
skies their 8ummits rear, 


mw och. ey ab in their grandeur, own Thee God. 


"when the ung and rud New, 

ing beauty young an Seen h 'skies, 
whoa of the dewy morn, 

. In cheerful carols bid their matins rise. 


- And when the shades of twilight clothe the earth, 
And day's last gleam scarce lingers in the west, 

 Allnature its gentle vespers forth, 
"ER sinks in deep, unbroken rest. 


£4 God; while nature owns thy was, 

And liſeless rocks responsive sing thy praise, 
While birds and beasts unite to spread t y ſame, 
man, immortal man no anthems raise ? 


* Ah! #0 it is. But thy unchanging word 
- Hath.sped in glory o'er the earth and sea, 
And thou hast 8aid, All lands'shall know the Lord, 
And AE nation bow the humble knee. 
HARP OF ISRAEL. 


Sabbath Morning. 
' My 2oul is this a Sabbath mora ? 
Die Ar which from death was born 
Eoviour of mankind ? 
Like My early asthe dawn, 
My heart shall ry him, who was born 
From | death. O may I find ! 


| Ha gs yoice hall cheer my heart, 
a ay a: shall impart - 
WW... Roy bore I feel; 
bgins 'tis grace and peace, 


day increase, 


0 it through 
And biden things reveal. 


May millions ou this | happy day, - 
Regoice in him'who is the ny: 
Who is the truth and liſt 
And may the great ralvacion sbine, 
| Jesus who is all divine, 
' ”The end of sin and &trife. 


_ "O 8hall we on this joyful day, 
',-©  Blutaber the precious morn away, 
Nor think: of him who rose ? 
; "Who found the way from death to heaven, 
Eternal life to man hath given, ” 
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Marriagess 


i" 


In this city by. Rev, Mr. Streeter, Mr. William _ 
Ebenezer (Spink nnd 


ell ,and- Mias ©  Ail Pope. ; Mr. 
_— _ Noche Dlagden, Mr. Motes Ingalls and M 

Vv r r. rs. 
Hackeh G. Nickerson;.of 


THE 13 # +. 
"oBy Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Jobo Shalts a Mizs 
of Boothbay. L LU 


40. - Dorinda : Jones, 19. 


lovely and virtuous in life, res 


demonstrating: in her exit, ny those gr live ive iewoaly 
can die fearlessly. 


a member of the Society: of Friends, 8 


In Ca . by x ey Mr Mrc 

Walker and Mrs. rs. Thankful H. Magith IT "hot woulr.x 
Deaths, Bak. Te: 

EC CCCC——_— 

lothis city, Elina —_—_ Elbe \ Nathaniel*Potter, 


Ls No 


In Bradford, Vt. Mrs. Mey H, H. 


In Salem, Capt. Thomas Verril, 


- 


1, td -send the money for them, hall r 


table Society, in the Universalist Chorch In. d- 


7 o'clock. 


cents 8ingle; 


.at the close of the year. 


——_— 


; In Coneord, euddenly, Mr. Jonas. Hartwell, 3 


A discourse will be Jclivered before the Female Ohari- 
Mass. by Rev, L. 8. Everett. Parview J8 


RELIGIOUS  OTiCET 
The Editor will preach in East Kingston, N.” H. IM 


Sunday. And a Lecture the evening previous. And jn 
New- whey, Mass. on Sunday evening at 7,0 'clock, 
Br. J Dodds will preach in : YI,  Encay 


after next. 
Br. T. Whittemore will preach in Woburn next Sun- 


da 
eter J. Greenwood will preach in Stow, Mass. next 

u 
. F. King will preach in' Epping, N. H. oy 
hittemore w ilt supply his dek 


thy iſle next. Br. T. 
in Portsmouth. | 1a #2710» 8907 


LIFE OF MURRAY. 


Just published, by Marsh, Ca Loon, ] . 
Wake enak, hs Life of + 
Minister of reconciliation, "wat senior pastor 
vsalist's, congragated in Boston ; written | dy  himself.-. 
work contains anecdotes of the Nriters infancy, 
extended to some « "8 
public labors in rica. To. 
continuation to the, cloging 8cene. Fi 
t and Ibproves; "with" notes an 
v. L. 8. Everett, and a — | 
$4 per dozen. | EY TRA 
Oct. 7, 1888. | bay gr .ﬀ. | 


Terms of The' o—— OS 

Taz UNIVERSALIST is ed '8imu}taneous} 
No. 29, Cornhill, BosTox, verry Sv 4 

and at EE TRIES at $1,00 per : 

payable IN ADVANCE, $1 25 in 8ix months, and 

225 cents will be added to those 

who receive their, papers by the Carrier,....., . | , 

" Agents and. others who obtain. ib 


Hug joys which never close. 'aratis;! and in the same 
: No paper discontinued till/ arrearages are 50 t 
7 LETTERS : at the discretion of the Proprietor. , _ ps FOR 


Rectiatan ths Office, during - the ; week ending Oct.-8, 


,"Mass. $4 M.--N k,'M 
*T: "Fabor, Bradford, V F: M. Dungtable N. H. P. 


M. Taunton Mass. I. Philb+ick, East $09: 6th N. H. 


P.M. Hyannis, Port, Mass, $1. 


\ 


Letters containing ure. dollars or more. way be 3emt 
at our expense. 

All letters'and commuitications on buoitieed mnust be 
Post Paid). ent to the Editor. 


TO IT La 
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